Reoperative cardiac surgery after long-term ventricular support therapy.
The use of investigational passive support devices continues to be evaluated in the treatment of heart failure. One concern with this technology is the future need for a reoperation such as coronary artery bypass surgery, placement of a left ventricular assist device or cardiac transplantation. In this report, we describe our experience with two patients who required reoperation after long-term use of a passive ventricular support device.